
Wellington: 558

Auckland: 416

Hawke’s Bay: 317

Canterbury: 275

Marlborough: 242

Tasman–Nelson: 248

Northland: 222

Otago: 208

Average litter density by region
(items per 1,000m2)

Waikato: 163

Southland: 123

Taranaki: 113

Bay of Plenty: 104

Manawatu 
–Wanganui: 82

Gisborne: 74

West Coast: 27
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Plastics make up  

75%
of litter found in  
NZ survey areas

Plastic — 66.9%

Foamed plastic — 8%

Glass & ceramic — 14%

Metal — 3.2%

Wood — 2.5%

Paper & cardboard — 2%

Fabric & textiles — 1.4%

Rubber — .9%

Other — 1%

% by material class
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Top 10 litter items


